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I.   SUMMING UP
A stage has now been reached where it may be advisable to
sum up our principal results and to draw certain conclusions :
The crisis in values makes it imperative to remodel large
sections of the criminal law. Certain activities which are at
present criminal offences should cease to be punishable, as, for
example, attempted suicide, euthanasia, and, with the necessary
provisos, sterilization, strikes, selected forms of abortion and
homosexual activities. On the other hand, anti-social behaviour
such as the breaking up of the family home, usury, tax avoidance,
dangerous monopolistic policies, and certain cases of negligence
should be brought under the scope of the criminal law. In a
third group, existing criminal legislation should be either relaxed
and brought into line with modern psychological and sociological
knowledge, as in the case of murder and theft; or strengthened,
as for frauds, profiteering, and similar more refined forms of
economic offences.
Such a wholesale shifting of emphasis from simpler to more
complicated types of anti-social behaviour will be practical
politics only if accompanied by an equally determined re-thinking
of a number of problems which could be shelved only as long as
criminal legislation either remained altogether static or had to
live a bare " hand to mouth " existence.
Of what kind, then, are these new problems ? They are
concerned partly with the functions of the criminal law itself,
and partly with its relations to kindred branches of the law :
(1)  The function of the criminal law is no longer primarily
to protect individual rights and interests, but at least as much
to protect the rights and interests of the community at large.    ,
(2)  This can be achieved better by large-scale preventive
action than by punishing individuals after the event.